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King County Seniors and advocates speak out forcefully against the proposed budget cuts that will harm the elderly

Seattle (Jan. 6) – With the 2010 legislative session beginning next week, affected seniors and advocates who provide care for thousands of elderly in King County spoke out at a press conference today to oppose Governor Gregoire’s proposed 2010 budget, which slashes funding for core services for vulnerable seniors. At risk are many popular and effective programs for seniors in need. 

Speakers detailed the severe consequences the state’s elderly are facing if the cuts are not offset by new revenue sources. Several seniors who rely on these programs explained the devastating personal impact to their lives the loss of these services would create, including transportation services for the elderly. 
“I appreciate having rides to my doctors appointments.  It gets very hard to live alone and sometimes I feel helpless.  I pray to God every day and this program is one way He answers my prayers.  Thank you, Senior Services,” said Elma, 91 years old.

“I don’t know what I would do without Volunteer Transportation.  It would be a lot more stress. Thank you for wonderful service,” added Wai-Nung, 86. 
Ninfa Quiroz of Sea-Mar explained why providing transportation for elderly seniors is so important to maintaining their quality of life. “Isolation leads to depression and depression is the cause of a series of illnesses faced by seniors in King County.  The lack of transportation services for seniors to access services will certainly have a disastrous effect in their lives,” she said. 

Gary Tang of ACRS, spoke about the needs of the elderly in communities of color and called on Olympia leaders to identify new revenue options to avoid these cuts. 

“There are significantly higher rates of disability among low incomes and elders of color who have historically had more limited access to assistance.  We urge the Governor to identify new fund source to keep the senior programs to maintain the highest possible quality of life for our elders.”  Tang said.
John Barnett, the state president of AARP, added that, “The human cost of an all cuts budget – like the one the legislature implemented last year - is unacceptable. This session the legislature needs to take a more balanced approach and consider all options on the table – including raising new revenues.” 
Barnett specifically cited the proposed budget’s call for the complete elimination the Medicare Part D Co-Pay Program, which covers prescription drug co-pays for 85,000 very low-income seniors and people with disabilities. “The Co-Pay assistance makes the drugs they need affordable. Without it, many will be forced to make difficult trade-offs between filling a prescription or buying other necessities like food or gas. This is an example of a budget cut that is penny wise and pound foolish,” Barnett said. 
The supplemental all-cuts budget proposed by Governor Gregoire in December would slash a wide range services for vulnerable seniors, including:

·        Reducing or eliminating programs that provide support to more than 300,000 families such as information and assistance, senior foot care, senior transportation, senior nutrition, and falls prevention;

·        Eliminating home care for 1,400 seniors and people with disabilities;

·        Cutting an additional $55 million from hours of in-home care;

·        Eliminating adult day health services for 600 seniors and people with disabilities;

·        Slashing health benefits for low-income caregivers, leaving thousands without needed health coverage;

·        Eliminating dental, vision, hearing, hospice, podiatry, and physical, occupational and speech therapy for seniors on Medicaid; 

·        Eliminating Medicare Part D copayment reimbursement program so 85,000 elderly Medicaid clients will no longer be able to afford their prescriptions; and 

·        Eliminates the Basic Health Plan, which currently serves thousands of people over aged 50. 
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